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were mutante АНЕ ULTIMATE COMICS 


HATED AND FEARED MORE 


ТНАМ EVER, ONE GROUP 
OF YOUNG HEROES HAS m 
BANDED TOGETHER TO 
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Cities forged from suffering. 
Suffering brought on--as 
it always is--by man's 
unceasing hunger for power. 


Here, the masters 
sought to make weapons 
of the oppressed, As 
history instructed them. 


slaves became som 
greater than soldiers. 


This time, 
| something new 
1- happened. 


The old structures 
fell, and a different 
way was born. 


The Source came 
rebirth, and transformati 


for all who wished it. 


| — 4 aee ша 


Two brothers. Xorn and A = @ 
Zorn. Enlightenment | б. ж. 4 
апа Entropy. d V $ қ 
They would lead 
3 this place now. 


А 


ще. 


^ They turned away all CN = y 4 > 
those who would ING 
challenge them. 


And let the call ring 
| out, through a world 
| that would have 
feared them-- 
то 
Here was escape for the 
parau Here was 
оре for the hopeless. 


All were welcome. 


Де 


^ 
/ e Cele: nd 
The Eternal. All bow 
to their glory. 


mm 


] 
= 


Val Cooper. N 
‘Bout time we 
ot to sit down. 

Coffee? 


I'm good, 
thanks. 


I figured. Ooh, how 


I hear they 
got the votes for 
_impeachment. 


Yeah, well, 
you Know how 


| whips like making 
\ that overtime 


money. 


So tell me, why what's the line 
are we finally about foreign 
talking? affairs and focus 


Ultimate X. 

Homo Superior S.H.I.E.L.D. 
operatives who pop up оп 
the pay charts twelve hours 
before they’re dropped into 
southeast Asia. I’m special 
liaison on mutant affairs. 
You had to figure that 
would get my 
attention. 


“I'm just trying to make sense 
of all this. The former government 
of the SEAR engíneers a virus to 

eradicate the potentiality for 
mutant births on a global scale. 


“It then creates a 
serum to move 
themselves up the |) 


genetic sweepstakes y 
any number of levels. 


“But the first injectees get 
a different idea, and they 


overthrow their own government, n я 
setting up what they're now ч Well, yes, they 
calling Tian." | had a big week. 


^ 


“You send your right hand т-- 

Clint Barton, Hawkeye--to 

make sure we get some of 
the serum for ourselves. 


ат". f 
“So see? We had 


9 
N 
a big week, too.” | A 


“Right, but then, let's come 
back to Ultimate X--or, as I 
understand it, the new project, 

code name Runaways. 


“Your mutants get orders ма 
mindtalk to pretend to be the 
first takers of the new regime's 

open door policy. In actuality, 


they're your inside men." 


4 Right. So 
there's three of 
A them, yeah? 


A firestarter, 
a pair of wings... 
and their squad 

leader, a 
telepath? 


Yep. Karen Grant. She's doing 
a hell of a job for us already, got 
in nice and tight with Xorn, 
the softer side of the new 
regime. She's a bit 
green, but-- 


I want to 
talk to you 
about Jean 

Grey. 


¢ 


N 


E j 
“I don't do th 
stuff for the thank 
you's, Valerie." 
N чат 


So...what. child traffickers. 
are we looking About forty kids on the 
at? boat, en route to Cambodia. 
Smugglers have gotten used ES 
to using these routes, ES 
consider them friendly 7 
water. 


asked us to 
change that 
impression. 


Okay, proper Let’s not 
super hero stuff. get too eager 
Now that I can here, Derek. These 
get behind. uys' bosses read 
the papers, they've 
geared up for security 
just in case. Got some 
decent tech on them. 
We need to hit them 
fast, send a 
message. 


you got 
it, Karen. 


AMÓ 
Derek, m | | ; 2 
A | = е h 4 и 
) в Y. E ; 


А Seriously. 
"Erstwhile 


actually know 
what “erstwhile” > 
m 


eans, do you? 48 


ГА) 
Feel what = 
these children ^] 
^ felt. 3 
2 КА: { 


/ That is her I've got 
real name, isn't a very thick 
| it? Karen Grant dossier that says 
15 Jean Grey. otherwise. 


The one 
thing you could 
not do here 15 
insult my intelligence. 
Jean Grey. 
That's her. 


I'm trying to understand, Nick, I 
really am. Because right now, to 
my eyes, it looks like you just 
wrapped a bow around the most 
powerful weapon in the country 
and handed it over as a 
welcome gift toa 
brand new threat. 


At least 
I got them 
something. 


It had to be her. You're damn 55 P 
right she's powerful, Valerie. They can't 
When she wants to be. When get inside her 
she lets herself be who | head. Anyone else-- 
she is. That why the ауе? another d 
РаПе. see right through. 
Not her. 


4 Е And we should a// 
She's not V be thankful For 
even in her that. 
right mind. 
This country 
has half her friends 
locked up in camps. The 
other half are dead. 
These guys are preaching 
mutant unification. КТ 
were her, I would sell us 
out. How do you know 
you can trust the 
asset here? 


How дот 
Know I can trust 
the asset? Let me ask 
you something, Valerie-- 


How 
do you know 
what's real? 


I read ап 
article once that 
said all of us--the entire 
universe, are just echoes | 
of an explosion. Just light 

traveling fast as it can, 
hurtling Forward towards 
God knows where. 


You have 
a really nice 
dorm room. 


Indulge me. 
How do you Know 


this conversation 
we're having is 
really happening? 
I pinch 
myself. 


At this point, I've read so many | 


of these things I have no idea 

what the hell is going on. so I 

just assume that absolutely 
nothing I do, and no one I 


talk to or have anything 
to do with, is real. 


Oh I intend 
to--Karen, 
can you come 
ín here? 


Inspiring, right? 


But then I 
read another, that 
said we're actually 
a hologram. That. 
somewhere there's a 
two-dimensional 
surface, projecting a 
three-dimensional 
world. That's 
us. Like we're 
ghosts. 


I have 
found this 
keeps me 

several steps 
ahead in the 
game. 


Please 
go somewhere 
with this... 


Valerie 
Cooper, meet 
Karen Grant. Our 
inside man on 
the outside. 


But...they’ve seen =Z 
you. There's intel, 7 


They see | 
what their brains а 
tell them they're Ё 
And here seeing. І tell 
you mocked my their brains. 
metaphysics. x 
I mean, 
she's there-- 


Well, I'm 
telling the whole 
world, just to 
be safe. 


y тыз» 
{ unbelievable... 
this 16 too 


| 
| 
| 


She never 
even got on 
the plane. 


15 it? You 
asked me why 
I would send the 
most powerful 
weapon in the world 
as a--what did you 
call it? "A welcome 
ift to a brand new 
hreat.” Said I tied 
a bow around it--I 
don't even know 
how to tie a 
bow, Valerie. 4 


How do you 
know she's not 
just controlling Е 
you? Making you P 
see what she The General 
wants? {and І have an... 8 
agreement. 


Turns out 
I got my hands Y 
on the one thing 
Grant here can't 
think her way to. 
I count myself 
as very lucky. 


I multitask. 


” po 
Т the other 
operatives 


Y 


P — 4 | 
I have work 
А to do here. So, - 


| an optimist. Не 


Nick, this 

> і--уоите 

3 754 brainwashing an 

Is insanely \entire planet 
powerful, but here! 


doesn't suspect 
anything. 


You'll-- 
you'll excuse 
me, then...I 
just need Glad 
to-- we could 
finally talk, 
valerie 
Nice 
meeting you, 


She's already 
forgotten. 


NS 
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Well, 
yeah, but it’s 


cheaper than finding ЇЕ 


another universe- 
level 
telepath. 


o ae = 2 
aa к ЖА" 


2 You 
wanted to ¥ 


В” Yes, my child. Y 
Welcome. 


I am very 
pleased by your 
accomplishments 
this day, make sure 
to pass along my 5 
thanks to your > = қ 
We just -ь 
to show you how 
grateful we are. | 


For a chance 
here. 


4 You're 
been thinking-- certain he p 

about the man still peeves | 4. EP 
who sent you yov're there, a es, sir. He 
here. 4 \ with him? A” thinks he has 

c 2 — defenses against 
me, but I've 
found a way 
„around them. 


Good. The 
road before us 
is a difficult one, 
and I can't allow 
him to interfere. 
You understand 
that, don't you, 


He is an 
arrogant one, 
yes? I can 
remember...before 
my brother and I 
were changed, his 
ships in the skies 
above us, Зета 
wherever they 
wished. 


¡nes 
with me, say 
the words. / > 


Please. 
[> 


are two great 
cities, floating 


tHE 
ans 

(А 7 Y 
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